1
2

Makin’ Shavins’

+

June 01, 2016

A few Photos

These are a few of the photos I
received. Unfortunately the
credits were in an older
newsletter and now lost.

+

SWAT Training in August
SWAT
Is on it’s way

There is still time to
register for SWAT in
Waco Texas, August
26-28
To find out more on
this 25th anniversary
program see
www.swaturners.org

The annual SWAT (South Western

This show is probably one of the finest in

Association of Turners will be held August

the nation with Woodturners from local

26-28 at the Convention Center in Waco

clubs managing the show with the

Texas.

emphasis on woodturners.

This is SWAT’s 25th anniversary and they

If you are interested in the show, you can

will pull out all the stops to provide a

make arrangements for the show, local

great Symposium with top-notch

hotels and more at www.swaturners.org.

demonstrators and a sales gallery of new
products, gadgets and gizmos for
woodturners.

I hope to see you there in Waco.
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Makin’ Shavins’ is a monthly newsletter
produced by Capt. Eddie Castelin for Big Guy
Productions. Big Guy has cutters. Templates
and other assorted materials for the
woodturners. If you would like me to address
a certain matter or explain methods or
practices, then drop me a note to
capneddiecastelin@gmail.com
The website is always there and available to
take orders or requests. Be Aware, this is not
an expensive site and it does not offer a
shopping cart for grouping multiple items. If
you wish to order via the web, simply put in
the requests for your items and pay the freight
on each When Management prepares the
shipment she will refund all the extra shipping
charges.
I’ll be glad to assist you. And as always, you
can even call me at 504-715-0512. At Big Guy
Productions we are here to make your
woodturning fun.

Can you see me now?
That sounds like a line from a bad TV commercial, but it is a question many woodturners have a
problem with. I speak from experience when I say that most turners believe that the pair of
glasses they get at Sears or WalMart will protect their eyes from flying wood or finish on the lathe.
I mean, the glasses keep most stuff out of my eyes and the parts, pieces, etc that get past them I
deserve to get in my eye. That sounds like common sense to the village idiot. Why should I bother
with safety glasses in the first place? Here is a quick answer to that:
I was turning bottle stoppers in my shop, no helpers, no assistance, no witness. Management
(wife) was away at a quilting thing and I was alone in the shop, spinning out wood, sealing with
Shine Juice and just as happy as a clam. I decided that one piece of burl really needed more
shine, I whipped out the CA glue and started dabbing some on.
Somehow, a drop got past the tissue, dripped down in the space below the wood and then blew
up, under my Sears glasses and into my right eye. The moisture in my eye made the CA set up
instantly and I immediately knew I was in trouble. And there was no help around.
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I could feel the burning in my eye and was smart enough not to rub on it. (oh yeah, that wives
tale of putting it under water would have been a really bad idea) I grabbed a tissue off the
roll and starting thinking about where to get help.
I packed up my stuff, shut down the shop and got in the car, at first I thought of the ER, but
then thought of a closer source of relief. I headed over to the optometrist I go to and
begged for help. He stuck me in between glasses buyers and started working on removing
the glob (he called it that) from the corner of my eye. Halfway through the procedure I had
to promise to purchase real safety glasses from him, or anyone else.
I had a sore eye for about 3 days and when the pain stopped I was ready to turn, with my new
safety glasses. The plastic frame set cost me about $75 and they are great. The set-up not
only protects my eyes, but they keep my good glasses out of the shop and harms way.
Before you go out and get a cheap set at the hardware or Home Depot, consider that you will
require these to not only protect your eyes, but help you see. Get a sprayer of cleaner and
some lense cleaning tissues for the shop. And when getting fitted for the use, be sure to
explain what you want to see and at what distance. A good buddy of mine, Noodles, has his
cut a little higher than normal to help him see his work in a comfortable manner. He has
reduced the number of platters that he makes into saucers since making this change.
They are your eyes, take care of them.

Build a Finish
A finish is more than a top coat
A lot of new woodturners see a finish

light utensil usage, then go with one of the

applied on videos or at a trade show and

finishes I describe.

they automatically believe that putting on
a finish is that easy.

I’m not sponsored by any of the
manufacturers I recommend and receive

I’m here to tell you that a good finish must

nothing in turn for my comments. I just

be built up with a product that will

want to save you money, get a good finish

maintain the intended surface you

and have you turn out to be the Superman

believed was possible. If you want a

you believe in.

quick and easy finish on your turned
bowl, one that is food safe, can handle
washing and eating utensils; then you
want to go for Tupperware. If you want a
good finish, which will be food safe in a
few days, stand up to hand washing and
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Let’s start with a simple bowl you just
turned, it could be magnolia, Poplar of
even Mahogany. It is a common shape

(continued)
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and ready for a good finish. Our plan

and buff out the finish with a light grit

is for a shine, not too bright, just a

of sandpaper or steel wool. Note;

good food finish. We’d like it to seal

steel wool should NEVER be used on

the surface and be able to handle a

a spinning work piece. This is a

good polish when needed. If this is

safety warning you will not receive

what you want, then a finish of

from the steel wool manufacturer,

Shellac is the answer. When I want

just a guy who knows you can get

shellac, I put on a coat of O.B.’s Shine

hurt by this action and probably ruin

Juice. That is the name I put on a

a piece of work.

product developed with an old
friend, O.B. LaCoste in Lafayette.
The finish is made of equal parts of
clear shellac, Boiled Linseed Oil and
Denatured alcohol. I use almost any
brand shellac, as long as it is
colorless. Then the Boiled Linseed
Oil is a purchased product, do not
boil linseed oil. The denatured
alcohol is a key item in the mix and it

Now, your piece has some coating
and you’re starting to see a finish.
Now add some additional finish to
seal the off entire piece and buff this
out with a soft piece of paper towel.
Do not use a towel, or cloth on a
spinning piece. Take it off and hand
buff until it shines, then set it aside
for step #2 (if needed)

will evaporate if you make a large

I really need to warn you about those

batch. I keep all the products in the

finishes which are advertised as a

shipping containers and only mix two

simple one coat process which is

ounces of each in a plastic squeeze

impossible to beat. The finish may

bottle. That gives me six ounces of

be that good, but always keep in

good clear finishes ready to go on

mind that the finish is the finish. The

wood.

material must be ready to the final

Let’s sand the wood and get it ready
to cover. Start with 80 grit (yes that’s
right) then move up 50% to the next
grit. I normally go 80, 120, 180, 220,
320 and then get serious. If you skip
a grit of paper, you will have
scratches you can’t conceal. The
coating will still go on, it just can’t
cover scratches.
Now, let’s put on a few coats of finish
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coat. That means it must be sanded
to perfection, not scruffs, no lines or
marks and it must be even.
Whatever you have will be reflected
into the finish product. I almost
always wet sand the final grits to
swell the grain and get a good,
smooth finish on my work.
Finish is just that, a FINISH.

CA to the rescue
A coat of CA glue (light or
medium light) will provide
a glossy and durable to a
vessel used for food
handling. It is food safe in
about 72 hours.
For a presentation piece,
you can polish it to a
gleaming gloss with a
buffer and light polish.
Keep in mind, a harsh
polishing compound or
overheating with the buffer
will damage the finished
piece.
I rely on CA from only one
source, Starbond. Starbond
is available via the internet
at www.starbond.com or by
phone at 1-800-900-glue
I use the EM-02 , which is
very thin and offers a great
top coat finish.
If you purchase it in a 16
ounce bottle, store the
container in your
residential refrigerator and
download into 2 ounce
bottles (available from
Starbond) then the product
will last you several years
and be just as new as new
when you need it.
I have worked with goods
just at 2 years old and I was
amazed that it was so fresh
and easy to work with.
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A few pieces from earlier symposiums,
etc.
I’d like to say where and when, but I
can barely remember my name. But
you can perhaps get some ideas of
work that you can accomplish.
I hope you enjoy
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A few photos from the 2013
SWAT show in Waco.
Some great work was
shown that weekend.
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Makin’ Shavins’ is a free publication. If you want to be removed from the mailing list, and I don’t
know why you would, just send me a note to: capneddiecastelin@gmail.com I’ll take you off the
list and you will miss out on all this fun and lots of woodturning.
If you wish to add something, send it to me at the same address.
And if you have photos of your work you would like me to use, send them to the same e-mail
address and I’ll do what I can with them.
If you want to share this with friends, just send them a copy, I don’t mind.
Cap’n Eddie
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